
THE MASTER DETERMINES THE DESTINY
Romans 6:20‑24
What will be the end of your present life style? Where does it lead? Suppose no changes are made, what is your eternal destiny? The answer to these questions is very simple. It all depends upon your master. The master a man serves determines the end of his life.

Since the world is actually just a giant slave camp, every man has a master. Every man is the bond‑slave, the exclusive property of a master. And really there are only two possibilities for masters ‑‑‑ either sin or God. Each of us is either the servant of God or the servant of sin. And our lives arc lived out in service to either one or the other. If it makes such an approach to life seems too simple, let me remind you that this is the approach of the Bible. The Bible presents God and evil  as being in a terrible struggle with each other. Man who was created by God for His own pleasure has become the bond‑slave of sin through his rebellion against God. However there are some men who have been freed from the bondage’s of sin through the Gospel so that they have become the bondslaves of God. Their lives are caught up in rendering service to the eternal God. Their members, the parts of their bodies, are devoted to God for Him to use according to His good pleasure. Each of us is either the servant of God or the servant of sin. Our master determines our eternal destiny.

The Apostle climaxes his response to the question, "Shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace?" with a graphic comparison of the two masters and of the end to which service to them leads. The contrast should he helpful in determining which master you will serve. How could a person knowingly yield to sin as a master if he has honestly considered the end?

THE END OF SERVICE TO SIN IS DEATH
The Tempter is the world's best advertising agent. He has been selling a terrible product to the human race with great success since the beginning. He has been very successful in hiding the bad things about his product. He is also adept at presenting his product in a false guise. Sin is not the great trip that it is supposed to be. It is truly a "downer".

The sin experience is presented by the Apostle in these words. "What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed for the end of those things is death.'' There are three things about the life of service to sin presented. 
First, it is a fruitless life. "What fruit had ye then?" The implied answer is "none". Fruit is "benefit, or advantage". It is used for that deep satisfaction or personal benefit that a person gains from action. "Had" is a word that calls attention to continued action. The question is "what personal satisfaction or benefit did you continuously have when you were serving sin as a bondslave?" Do you think Adam gained any personal satisfaction from eating the forbidden fruit? There was probably the momentary pleasure, and sin does give pleasure for a season, but it does not provide any fruit that will abide, it does not provide any deep satisfaction and fulfillment.

The service of sin also leads to shame. "Whereof ye are now ashamed." While the past did not produce any fruit, the present is plagued with shame. Even knowing that the Lord has forgiven the sin cannot remove the sense of shame. The word used by the Apostle means to be ashamed of something or someone. Does not this verse bring to your memory deeds of service to sin of which you are terribly ashamed today? This is what the service to sin produces. Instead of filling the life with joy, freedom, and gladness, it fills the life with a sense of shame.

But the end of service to sin is death. "For the end of these things is death." "End'' is the word for final result, ultimate destiny of the thing. The ultimate end of service to sin is death. The Apostle comes back to the word in the last verse, "For the wages of sin is death." "Wages" is the word for the soldier’s rations. It is the word used to refer to the food rations, the provisions that were earned by the Roman soldier through his soldiering. Such rations were not a gift; they were the just deserts of the soldier for plodding through the strenuous activities of service to his commander. Sin renders to all of his slaves the daily ration of death. What kind of death is referred to? Basically it is all death! It means spiritual death, physical death, moral death, and eternal death. Sin pays off in separation from God who is life now and eternally.

In considering the end of sin, you must remember that things are not always what they seem to be. This death may not be quite so evident at the present, but it will be. When Marilyn Monroe was the sex queen of America, death did not seem to be evident. What about now? Leonard Griffith cites a helpful illustration of this. Years ago a real estate agent on the west coast sent to every American millionaire a printed pamphlet. The pamphlet carried a commentary on this truth. It seems that in 1923 eight of the world's most successful men met at the Edgewater Beach Hotel in Chicago. Present were: the president of the world's largest independent steel company; the president of the world's largest utility company; the greatest wheat speculator in the U.S.; the president of the New York Stock Exchange; a member of the Federal Cabinet; the greatest. financier in the history of Wall Street; the president of the Bank of International Settlements; the head of the world's largest monopoly. Collectively these men controlled more wealth than there was in the United States Treasury. For years the newspapers had featured their success stories and held them up as examples to the youth of the nation. Look at their story twenty‑five years later. The president of the world's largest independent steel company, Charles M. Schwab, lived on borrowed money the last five years of his life and died penniless. The head of the world's largest utility company, Samuel Insull, died in obscurity in Canada. The greatest wheat speculator in the U. S., Arthur Cutten, died abroad, insolvent. The president of the New York Stock Exchange, Richard Whitney, served a term in Sing Sing. The member of the Federal Cabinet, Albert Fall, was released from prison so that he could die at home. The greatest financier on Wall Street, Jesse Livermore, committed suicide. The president of the Bank of International Settlements, Leon Frazer, committed suicide. The head of the world's largest monopoly, Ivan Kreuger, the so‑called "Match King", leaped from a plane crossing the English Channel and committed suicide. The end of sin is death. If things seem to be different for you, the end has not come yet. The end of sin is always death. This is just the ration the horrible master gives to his slaves.

THE END OF SERVICE TO GOD IS ETERNAL LIFE
The two masters are absolute opposites, and the end they provide for their servants are also opposites. The contrast stands out boldly in our text.
Service to God is fruitful. "But now being made free from sin, and become servants of God, ye have your fruit unto holiness." "Ye have" means that you continue to have. Fruit again means benefit and satisfaction and advantage. It is a bold claim that the servants of God, those whose lives are lived out in obedience to God, know an inner fruit, an inner satisfaction in their lives. They have fruit! One thing that is a benefit of making God the master of your life is an inner sense of having done the thing for which you were placed in the world. Those who make Him master know this.

The end of service to God is also holiness. "Unto holiness" is the way the Apostle puts it. This is put into contrast with the shame in the experience of sin. The word could be translated "sanctification" in this context. It is the result of having been cleansed or purified, the state of being holy. Such a state would be the opposite of being ashamed of ones conduct. This person would have a boldness and confidence about his conduct. The man who gives himself to serve God as a bondslave will become holy in his personal life in the practical matters of life. He will not have those things from which he draws back in shame.

The ultimate end is eternal life. "And the end everlasting life." In helping us understand this, the Apostle summarizes, "but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." "Gift" is the word for free gift, grace gift. It is contrasted with "wages". While sin pays out the daily rations that its subjects earn, God bestows as a free gift eternal life upon those who become His slaves. This eternal life is the opposite of death. It is the life of God Himself. It is as much a quality of life as it is a continuance of life. Just to continue to exist forever would not necessarily be eternal life. It is not eternal existence, but eternal life in the fullness of this word. It is identified by Jesus as being the personal knowledge of God Himself. Eternal life then includes a personal relationship with God, and fellowship with God forever. It includes one knowing the fulfillment of the divine purpose in one's life.

A distinction needs to be maintained. This "eternal life" is not given to us because we serve God. It is not our "pay" for serving God. It is given out of the gracious generosity of God Himself freely to those who respond to the Gospel in obedience and faith, and thereby become the slaves of God. You and I cannot earn this gift. It is a free gift of God. But this is the end of the servants of God. Life!

Let us go back to the questions we began with. What will be the end of your present life style? Where does the present lead? Suppose no changes are made, what is your destiny? Again, let me affirm, it all depends upon who your master is. For the slaves of sin, it is shame and death. For the slaves of God, it is holiness and eternal life.
I chose the God of love and grace. I chose the beloved Son of God. He is my Master. I will trust and obey Him.

